
Summer Reading Assignment 

2020-2021 
 

Welcome readers and writers to 8th grade! We look forward to working with you during the next school year. 
Due to the circumstances of the Coronavirus, it is optional that students read and annotate a novel during the 
summer.  We believe that reading and annotating one of the books below will help support your student’s 
transition to the next grade level. 
 

HAYS CISD is committed to promoting reading for a common literary experience and providing instructional 
opportunities throughout the year. 
  

 
STEPS TO SUCCESS: 

STEP 1 
Please select one of the following novels to read over the summer. This list reflects a variety of genres and 
selections from both contemporary and classic novels. Additionally, these books were chosen for their 
literary merit. 

***IMPORTANT NOTE*** 
Some of the titles below deal with mature and/or controversial subject matter. Parents and students 
will want to preview their potential book choice prior to reading and discuss if the book is the “right 
fit” for the student. One quick way to preview the subject matter is to read reviews from online sites 
like Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Common Sense Media, Destiny Library Catalog, or Goodreads. 

 

Guts  
by Gary Paulsen (ISBN 0440407125) 
Lexile - 1230L  
Amazon Purchase Link 
 
Gary Paulsen tells the real stories behind the Brian books, the stories of the adventures 
that inspired him to write Brian Robeson's story: working as an emergency volunteer; 
the death that inspired the pilot's death in Hatchet; plane crashes he has seen and 
near-misses of his own. He describes how he made his own bows and arrows, and 
takes readers on his first hunting trips, showing the wonder and solace of nature along 
with his hilarious mishaps and mistakes. He shares special memories, such as the night 
he attracted every mosquito in the county, or how he met the moose with a sense of 
humor, and the moose who made it personal. Readers may wonder how Gary Paulsen 
survived to write all of his books -- well, it took guts.. 

 

Sophia’s War: A Tale of the Revolution  
by Avi (ISBN 9781442414426) 
Lexile - 730L  Amazon Purchase Link 
 
In 1776, young Sophia Calderwood witnesses the execution of Nathan Hale in 
New York City, which is newly occupied by the British army. Sophia is horrified 
by the event and resolves to do all she can to help the American cause. Recruited 
as a spy, she becomes a maid in the home of General Clinton, the supreme 
commander of the British forces in America. Through her work she becomes 
aware that someone in the American army might be switching sides, and she 
uncovers a plot that will grievously damage the Americans if it succeeds. But the 

 

https://www.amazon.com/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/104524
https://www.goodreads.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Guts-Gary-Paulsen-ebook/dp/B000XUBCSG/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3EVTPDR7AUKD6&dchild=1&keywords=guts+gary+paulsen&qid=1587674862&sprefix=guts+gary+pa%2Caps%2C184&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sophias-War-Tale-Revolution-Avi/dp/1442414421


identity of the would-be traitor is so shocking that no one believes her, and so 
Sophia decides to stop the treacherous plot herself, at great personal peril: She’s 
young, she’s a girl, and she’s running out of time. And if she fails, she’s facing an 
execution of her own. 
 

Soldier’s Heart  
by Gary Paulson (ISBN 0440228387) 
Lexile - 1000L   Amazon Purchase Link 
 
In June 1861, when the Civil War began, Charley Goddard enlisted in the First 
Minnesota Volunteers. He was 15. He didn't know what a "shooting war" meant or what 
he was fighting for, but he didn't want to miss out on a great adventure. The "shooting 
war" turned out to be the horror of combat and the wild luck of survival; how it feels to 
cross a field toward the enemy, waiting for fire. He entered the service as a boy and 
when he came back he was different; he was only 19, but he was a man with "soldier's 
heart."  

The House on Mango Street  
by Sandra Cisneros (ISBN 0679734775) 
Lexile - 870L   Amazon Purchase Link     Amazon Purchase Link (Spanish Version) 
 
Acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers of all ages, taught everywhere from inner-city 
grade schools to universities across the country, and translated all over the world, The 
House on Mango Street is the remarkable story of Esperanza Cordero. Told in a series 
of vignettes – sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous – it is the story of a 
young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, inventing for herself who and what she will 
become. 

 

Chains  
by Laurie Halse Anderson (ISBN 1416905863) 
Lexile - 780L  
Amazon Purchase Link 
 
As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own fight... for 
freedom. Promised freedom upon the death of their owner, she and her sister, Ruth, in a 
cruel twist of fate become the property of a malicious New York City couple, the 
Locktons, who have no sympathy for the American Revolution and even less for Ruth 
and Isabel.  When Isabel meets Curzon, a slave with ties to the Patriots, he encourages 
her to spy on her owners, who know details of British plans for invasion. From acclaimed 
author Laurie Halse Anderson comes this compelling, impeccably researched novel that 
shows the lengths we can go to cast off our chains, both physical and spiritual. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Soldiers-Heart-Enlistment-Minnesota-Volunteers/dp/0440228387/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Soldier%E2%80%99s+Heart+by+Gary+Paulson&qid=1587664391&s=audible&sr=1-1-catcorr
https://www.amazon.com/House-Mango-Street-Sandra-Cisneros/dp/0679734775/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2QUOP50HB929Y&dchild=1&keywords=the+house+on+mango+street+by+sandra+cisneros+paperback&qid=1587664069&s=books&sprefix=The+House+on+Mango+Street++by+Sandra+Cisneros%2Cstripbooks%2C184&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Casa-Mango-Street-Spanish-ebook/dp/B00C8S9VAW/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2WFMCN5ZBB6NE&dchild=1&keywords=la+casa+de+mango+street&qid=1587672953&sprefix=casa+de+mango%2Caps%2C188&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Chains-Seeds-America-Book-1-ebook/dp/B002WEPFES/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=chains+book&qid=1587674907&sr=8-1


Kira Kira  
by Cynthia Kadohata (ISBN 0689856407) 
Lexile - 740L   Amazon Purchase Link 
 
kira-kira (kee ra kee ra): glittering; shining. That's how Lynn, Katie Takeshima's sister, 
makes everything seem. The sky is kira-kira because its color is deep but see-through 
at the same time. And so are people's eyes. When Katie and her family move from a 
Japanese community in Iowa to the Deep South of Georgia, it's Lynn who explains to 
her why people stop on the street to stare. And it's Lynn who, with her special way of 
viewing the world, teaches Katie to look beyond tomorrow. But when Lynn becomes 
desperately ill, and the whole family begins to fall apart, it is up to Katie to find a way to 
remind them all that there is always something glittering -- kira-kira -- in the future. 

 

Touching Spirit Bear  
by Ben Mikaelsen (ISBN 0439401887) 
Lexile - 730L  
Amazon Purchase Link 
 
After severely injuring Peter Driscal in an empty parking lot, mischief-maker Cole 
Matthews is in major trouble. But instead of jail time, Cole is given another option: attend 
Circle Justice, an alternative program that sends juvenile offenders to a remote Alaskan 
Island to focus on changing their ways. Desperate to avoid prison, Cole fakes humility 
and agrees to go. While there, Cole is mauled by a mysterious white bear and left for 
dead.  Thoughts of his abusive parents, helpless Peter, and his own anger cause him to 
examine his actions and seek redemption—from the spirit bear that attacked him, from 
his victims, and from himself. 

 

Small Spaces 
by Katherine Arden  (ISBN 978-0525515029) 
Lexile - 570L   Amazon Purchase Link 
 
After suffering a tragic loss, eleven-year-old Ollie only finds solace in books. So when she 
happens upon a crazed woman at the river threatening to throw a book into the water, 
Ollie doesn't think--she just acts, stealing the book and running away. As she begins to 
read the slender volume, Ollie discovers a chilling story about a girl named Beth, the two 
brothers who both loved her, and a peculiar deal made with "the smiling man," a sinister 
specter who grants your most tightly held wish, but only for the ultimate price.  

Uglies  
by Scott Westerfeld (ISBN 1442419814) 
Lexile - 770L  
Amazon Purchase Link 
 
In Uglies, all sixteen-year-old children are required to have cosmetic surgery that will 
make them “pretty.” Tally Youngblood cannot wait to become pretty, but her life changes 
when she meets Shay, a girl who wants to remain “ugly.” Tally lives in a dystopian future 
where everything is provided for by the city. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Kira-Kira/dp/B0009FJKJ8/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Kira+Kira+by+Cynthia+Kadohata&qid=1587664257&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Touching-Spirit-Bear/dp/B001FVJHK2/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1JCY1WNKMDOPT&dchild=1&keywords=touching+spirit+bear+book&qid=1587674949&sprefix=touching+spirit+bear%2Caps%2C189&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Small-Spaces-Katherine-Arden/dp/052551502X
https://www.amazon.com/Uglies-Book-1/dp/B011KDIWNC/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Uglies&qid=1587674984&s=audible&sr=1-1


Long Way Down  
by Jason Reynolds (ISBN 1481438255) 
Lexile - 720L  
Amazon Purchase Link 
 
Jason Reynolds' new novel Long Way Down is focused on a moment of decision. It 
happens in an elevator — teenaged Will is on his way to take revenge for the murder of 
his brother, but his plan is interrupted by a few visitors on the way down to the ground 
floor. 

 

 
Where might I find these books? 

 
If possible, students should purchase their own copies of their chosen novel in order to take notes in the 
margins and underline or highlight notable passages. Students will need to have access to their book until the 
end of October. You may buy these books cheaply online and find copies at our local bookstores. (Do not use 
audiobooks/digital copies). Amazon links have been provided in the chart above. 
 
Students who are eligible for and/or have documented designated supports on state assessments (rti, 504, 
IEP) for oral administration, may use audiobooks/digital copies through Learning Ally, Talking Books, etc. 
Please contact your student’s classroom teacher, dyslexia teacher, and/or special education case manager for 
more information about access.  

 
If these options are not viable, we do have a limited number of some titles available at school, but these may 
not be annotated or marked in any way. (Sticky notes will need to be used for annotating)These books will be 
distributed on a first-come, first-served basis. Those interested may contact one of the teachers listed below 
before leaving school for the summer. 
 
STEP 2 
 
While reading, students are expected to annotate their chosen novel according to the “Marking the Text and 
Writing in the Magins” strategies provided in this document to assist in their comprehension. If a student is 
unable to mark up and make notes in their chosen book, they may use sticky notes.  
 
How do I annotate? 

● Underline or highlight the major points. 
● Circle keywords or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you. 
● Write notes in the margins restating the author’s ideas. 

 
How do I annotate when I have documented designated supports? 

● Select a platform or alternative annotation system that is most comfortable for you such as :  Cowriter, 
Google Read and Write, composition book (pencil/paper), sticky notes placed in a notebook, etc 

● Organize your annotations by: 
○ Noting the Chapter as the heading; AND 
○ Listing the page number for EACH entry 

https://www.amazon.com/Long-Way-Down/dp/B074TSZMNL/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1RG8MD5TG0IEP&dchild=1&keywords=long+way+down&qid=1587675033&s=audible&sprefix=Long+Way+Down%2Caudible%2C184&sr=1-1


 
● Type/write major points of chapter 
● Type/write keywords or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you 
● Type/write notes about author’s ideas 

 
 

Annotation: Marking the Text and Writing in the Margins 
 
As you read through a text, follow the four steps below. 

 
1. Circle KEY terms: Names of people, places, and/or dates. 
 
2. Highlight unfamiliar words and define them. You may do this on a sticky note which you place on the 
page the word is found, or you may do this in the margins on the page a word is located.  
 
3. Underline anything you want to remember (Again, if I were to ask you why it’s important, you should be 
able to answer me.). However, if half of every other page is underlined, you’re not being picky enough. 
Below are some specific things you can look for: 
 

● Character descriptions, key decisions, motivations, and flaws 
● Questions that pop into your head as you are reading 
● Connections you make to other texts, films, t.v. shows, or to your personal life 
● Figurative language (personification, alliteration, metaphors, similes, etc.) used effectively 

 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
STEP 3 
 
As you are reading and annotating, think about the following questions. Be prepared to discuss questions 
like these during the first week(s) of class. If you are able to answer these types of questions, you will likely 
be well-prepared for any task(s) your teacher assigns. 

● What confused you or surprised you in this text? 
● As you read this text, describe how you felt. For example, were you bored, caught up, thinking about 

characters, thinking about how you might react if in the same situation, enjoying the author’s writing 
style, or enjoying the humor or suspense? 

● Which events in the text are most connected to the setting? 
● Which character or characters did you think learned the hardest or most important lessons in this text? 

Why did you choose that character? 
● Which character changed the most in the text? How did that character change? What did you learn 



about that character in watching that change? What did you learn about yourself? 
● Which passage in the text would you consider most significant or most important? Why? Did that 

passage help shape what you considered to be the message of this text? 
● The plot (the series of events in the text) and the theme (the lesson or message you take away from 

text) are not the same. Think of the text you just read. What is the plot? What is the theme? How does 
the plot relate to or affect the theme? 

● Why did the author choose the narrator he or she did to tell this story? 
 
STEP 4 
 
Students can expect an assignment or multiple assignments over their summer reading once returning to 
school. Therefore, students who complete the summer reading must come to the first day of class having read 
their selected novel, completed their annotations, and prepared to discuss their novel. 
 
Helpful Hint: Don’t wait until the week before school begins to try and read your selected novel and complete 
the annotations. Unexpected events may pop up that could get in the way of you completing your reading on 
time. Make a plan for the number of pages or chapters you are going to read per week and stick to it. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact  JoLynn Meade at Jolynn.Meade@hayscisd.net. 


